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Social Security Administration § 404.1566 

this an educational factor. Because 
English is the dominant language of 
the country, it may be difficult for 
someone who doesn’t speak and under-
stand English to do a job, regardless of 
the amount of education the person 
may have in another language. There-
fore, we consider a person’s ability to 
communicate in English when we 
evaluate what work, if any, he or she 
can do. It generally doesn’t matter 
what other language a person may be 
fluent in. 

(6) Information about your education. 
We will ask you how long you attended 
school and whether you are able to 
speak, understand, read and write in 
English and do at least simple calcula-
tions in arithmetic. We will also con-
sider other information about how 
much formal or informal education you 
may have had through your previous 
work, community projects, hobbies, 
and any other activities which might 
help you to work. 

§ 404.1565 Your work experience as a 
vocational factor. 

(a) General. Work experience means 
skills and abilities you have acquired 
through work you have done which 
show the type of work you may be ex-
pected to do. Work you have already 
been able to do shows the kind of work 
that you may be expected to do. We 
consider that your work experience ap-
plies when it was done within the last 
15 years, lasted long enough for you to 
learn to do it, and was substantial 
gainful activity. We do not usually 
consider that work you did 15 years or 
more before the time we are deciding 
whether you are disabled (or when the 
disability insured status requirement 
was last met, if earlier) applies. A grad-
ual change occurs in most jobs so that 
after 15 years it is no longer realistic 
to expect that skills and abilities ac-
quired in a job done then continue to 
apply. The 15-year guide is intended to 
insure that remote work experience is 
not currently applied. If you have no 
work experience or worked only ‘‘off- 
and-on’’ or for brief periods of time 
during the 15-year period, we generally 
consider that these do not apply. If you 
have acquired skills through your past 
work, we consider you to have these 
work skills unless you cannot use them 

in other skilled or semi-skilled work 
that you can now do. If you cannot use 
your skills in other skilled or semi- 
skilled work, we will consider your 
work background the same as un-
skilled. However, even if you have no 
work experience, we may consider that 
you are able to do unskilled work be-
cause it requires little or no judgment 
and can be learned in a short period of 
time. 

(b) Information about your work. 
Under certain circumstances, we will 
ask you about the work you have done 
in the past. If you cannot give us all of 
the information we need, we will try, 
with your permission, to get it from 
your employer or other person who 
knows about your work, such as a 
member of your family or a co-worker. 
When we need to consider your work 
experience to decide whether you are 
able to do work that is different from 
what you have done in the past, we will 
ask you to tell us about all of the jobs 
you have had in the last 15 years. You 
must tell us the dates you worked, all 
of the duties you did, and any tools, 
machinery, and equipment you used. 
We will need to know about the 
amount of walking, standing, sitting, 
lifting and carrying you did during the 
work day, as well as any other physical 
or mental duties of your job. If all of 
your work in the past 15 years has been 
arduous and unskilled, and you have 
very little education, we will ask you 
to tell us about all of your work from 
the time you first began working. This 
information could help you to get dis-
ability benefits. 

§ 404.1566 Work which exists in the na-
tional economy. 

(a) General. We consider that work 
exists in the national economy when it 
exists in significant numbers either in 
the region where you live or in several 
other regions of the country. It does 
not matter whether— 

(1) Work exists in the immediate area 
in which you live; 

(2) A specific job vacancy exists for 
you; or 

(3) You would be hired if you applied 
for work. 
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